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Rabbi, Parents, lelatives and friends, Shaloml My Torah portion is
Naso. The word Neso in !letrew has many meanings. It can mean to 1ifb and
carry,to forgive or to marry. In this Torah nortion Naso we read how the
bevites were Yo carry thetabernacle; how certain disputes betwenn husbsad
and wife were 40 be settled; how the Nazerite was to carry out his vows,
:f abstinence from wine and of letting his hair grow long; how the princes
of Israel lifted wo from their possessions and offered gifts to the Midkan
or tabernacle and how God has commanded the m to 1ift up their hands
and bless the neople. In my laftorah whick is from Shafteem o;u J;B%C;t‘m
learn how the brith of Shmshen of Samson was foretold to his mother and
father and how they were commanded to rﬂjse him as a Nagerite; one who did

e
not cut his hair e® drink wine.

n my Torah portion the special blessing which God gave the Cohaneen
or priest- to bless the peo le comes immediately after the Torah has told
us all the rules of the lazerites. The rules of the Nazerite state that a
person ~if he so wished could take upon himself an cbligation, a vow, not
to dripk wine gf to cut his hair for a ceptain period of time. After this
time had passed he then was to cut his hair and to offer k sacrlﬁsﬂ;cog:
of them a gin offering at the Tabernacle oR Temple and then he was to re-
sume his normal life. Wha’ 4w is the comnection between the priestly
blessing and the Nazirite? what's more why was Samson's mother cormanded
to make Samson a Nazerite from g::hh,; Why too did the Nazerite have to
bring a sin offering when his Yazariteship was up? Perhapes the answers
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to thesc questions lie in the otriestly bles:ing iewedf snd in Samson's

carcer. The Torah opens the section on the priestly blessing by saying
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Speak to Aren and to his sons saying- % you will bless the sons of Israel,
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May the Lord bless and tecp 310117?.)/) ‘N gl(\ / 3 J 3 7£?T
Py Gy - 7T
. 13 ’
HMay the Lord ’shine his face upon you and be zracecys unto (vou- IQ \
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May the Lord 1ift w) nisd facs unto y'ou and zive you peace, The abbis:
explain that the priests had certain definite rules to fodlow before they
could bless the people. That's why the Toran say75- '/37 Tp_.f} QD
H
So you shall bless. The oriests had to bless the neonle while standing with
their hands outstretched being verfectly sober and in ‘isbrew, They had to

always Ii'zrmber thail: th’ey wer putting'(}ods blessing on the peonle.
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And they shall put my mame on the sons of Israel andI will bless thon.

At first g:lé}:eJ it seems that the Priest and the Nazarite were cdoing the

same thing. That they were both sakisifinmg Jod and blessing the people,

But this, the Torah tells us is not alvays true, that's why the Nazarite

had to bring = sin offering. The Nezarite w2s one who set himself apart

from the rest of the people and demied himself certain things because of

personal ressons. Unfortunately in many Instances because the Nazarite

denied himself certain things he thought that he was different or better

than others and therefore men;y times allowed himself to do many theings

1 dos

which ordinary people couid and should never allow themselvesq Samson "Lﬂvljh”
+ar

lwer he was special because he was a Nazarite and because of his great

strength, He though fooled himself. He had-soecial abilities but, he really

wasn't better then anyone else. dhem he permitted himself to do things

T
ordinary people shouldn't do he quickly got i#’ the same trouble ia ordinary
do when gy dy Hungs Hey shaudnir oo
»eople, He was no better. Unfortunately therc are many people today who

agwe because they have a'good education, wealth; or a good social sostion

think that they can do things that ordinary peonle can't do and nothing
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will happen to them. ‘hey're wrong. Theyfll run into the same problemstisst Gelyane-
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Just like Samson' That's why T believe Nazarite mano h Roleg

ﬁﬁl"f % the Priestlr blessing. We all need these blessings and we will
never achieve them if we think that we're special and bad things won't

happen to uc if we violate basic moralg and religious laws. The priests
o the
L bl themselves who - blessings were never to feel that they were sacﬂal,’f' (s e
thew tley weke gima bor 6-ps ” v Railize
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i I hope and pray that as I grow up I will always remember the lessons

of my Bar Mitzvah and never feel that Iam special @0 that I can violate
Adertf, basic morals and religiocs laws amd mothing will havpem to me. I e

thatl I will always be a person whoaaugrx:ida are streched out to wtiﬁ wih]
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4t this time I would like to thank my parents for all the love and

devotions they have showered on me I vonld also liire ro thank you all
for comins to help me celebrate my Bar Mitzvah and to Rabbi Redisky
for preparing me for it. May I grow wp tov‘vbe a credit to my family, my

county and my religion, AMEN




